
Planning for Reopening 

 

For a number of weeks now, we have been making our plans for the day that we can reopen the 

Club. Not an easy job when the Government’s advice changes so radically on a weekly basis. 

At the moment we have had to plan on the basis of 2metre distancing and no more than two 

households in a group. Our aim is to provide safe and enjoyable bowling for as many Members 

as possible – but hopes for a mid-July opening have now faded. 

 

Experiences within the Club during this last Winter season now make us realise that we must all 

adopt a new rule for the safety of all our friends and members; 

 If you (or anyone in your household) are feeling unwell, particularly 

with any of the Covid 19 symptoms – please stay at home and do not 

come to the Club until you are clear of the symptoms. 

Meanwhile the Board of Directors have been ensuring that the fabric and facilities of the Club 

building are ready for use, a working party of the BMC Executive plus Senior Directors have 

been looking at the practicalities of opening the rinks for play. The EIBA have given us some 

initial outlines of safe procedures, and their wisdom demands that only social Singles, Pairs 

and Triples may be possible in the short term. They recommend that bowling is initially 

restricted to social bowling, and that all internal Club galas, leagues and competitions are 

postponed for the moment. 

In the first period, the Club will only be able to safely operate on the basis of pre-booked 

sessions. These will have to be booked on-line or by ringing the Club Office. At this time, the 

sessions will be available to members only and a maximum of six players per rink. (Arrange 

your own groups of friends or family.)  

It has been necessary to look carefully at the movement of players (and any other visitors) 

about the Club building, and for those reasons the Club has had to make some changes to the 

procedures needed to organise sessions. 

Most notable is the fact that a one-way system has had to be 

created. The ONLY entrance to the Club building will be the Main 

Entrance. The restaurant and rinks will have separate exits via 

their own, designated fire doors. Exit via the Main Entrance in 

emergencies only. There will be no tables in the bar lounge as 

the space has been used to allow routes to/from the restaurant, 

rinks and the toilets – plus a safe waiting area for players 

attending the next session. 



The session timings have had to be changed to allow time for the previous session to clear the 

building before the next session goes to the rinks, plus any time needed for staff to clean the 

rinkside. Playing sessions will therefore be temporarily shortened by 15 minutes. We will also 

ask that you do not turn up at the Club more than 15 minutes before your booked session, and 

leave the building within 10 minutes of the end of play. 

We will no longer be able to open the changing rooms for players to change clothes, hang coats 

or leave bags. We will ask that you arrive in the clothes ready to bowl. (Remember, the dress 

code for social bowling has been relaxed.) We are asking all players to empty their lockers on 

their first visit, so that on subsequent visits they return with bowls and shoes ready to play. 

Change into your bowls shoes only once you are in the Bar lounge. Once allowed to the 

rinkside, each player will have a chair to use for their coat and bag. 

The Club will need to maintain a record of all players attending any session, so please continue 

to swipe your membership cards at the rink terminal screen. Handling cash payments incurs 

many restrictions for the Club, so we will ask that you pay rink fees by Debit card (perhaps 

arranging to make a single payment amongst yourselves before arriving at the Club). You will 

pay your rinks fees at the Reception Desk, and in return be issued two jacks and a scorecard. 

(Remember to bring a pen!) 

One of your jacks is then kept at each end of the rink. You return the jacks to a collection box at 

the end of the session for cleaning. A change – no casting of the jack, your winning skip just 

places it where they want for the next end. The winning lead defines the new “mat” position 

using the spots. (We are looking at the possibility of still using mats, if we can arrange suitable 

cleaning regimes during the sessions, and can find the required number of mats.) 

To reduce the number of items touched during 

games, and therefore time needed to clean 

surfaces after each session, the pushers are going 

to be removed and the scoreboards will be switched 

off. Please take care when moving bowls with your 

feet. We are looking at the provision of disposable 

gloves should players request them for lifting bowls 

or jacks from the ditches. Hand sanitiser will be 

available at several points around the Club – please 

use them. 

It is still uncertain whether the rules will allow “normal” bar service for players drinks. In the short 

term, you may be requested to bring your own refreshment (a single plastic bottle) with you – if 

so, please take the empty bottle home at the end of your session. 

It is inevitable that we will have to adjust these rules for playing throughout the next few months 

– perhaps even having to restrict entry to the Club if there is a further lockdown. Please check 

the Club website regularly for updated information. We will endeavour to keep members 

informed in advance of any required changes or further relaxations. 

We will let you know when we can open. Keep checking the 

website, and we will be pleased to see you all again. Whenever 

we are allowed to open, we will strive to make your visit safe and 

enjoyable. 
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