
N E W S L E T T E R  
Melton & District Indoor Bowls Club Limited 

June/July 2019 

Editor: David Brown, Tel 01664-566152 

Membership


Following the recent membership renewal 
date, the number of members not renew-
ing for the 2019/20 season, is at an all 
time high. The majority of this appears to  
be due to age related issues, although a 
number of members have passed on to 
higher service. 

Over the past six years, the Mission 650 
group have had tremendous success in 
recruiting well over three hundred new 
members, but this current challenge is the 
greatest that they have been faced with.


In order to address the situation, they 
have been working with the Bowls Devel-
opment Alliance, which is a branch of the 
E.I.B.A. and provides help and guidance 
on a variety of issues to clubs affiliated to 
the association. The result of this work is a  
“Club Development Plan” which sets out a 
way forward to expand the promotion of 
our current marketing and recruiting activi-
ties to a much wider audience.


It also encourages developing closer rela-
tionships with other groups including out-
door bowling clubs to encourage a broad-
er approach to the promotion of Bowls.


One of the key elements of the plan is to 
involve more members of each of the 
clubs in all aspects of the plan, from pro-
motion to direct involvement and encour-
agement with new members,


We all need to recognise that unless we 
each get involved, even in a small way, the 
sustainability of the club in its present 
form is at risk.


Reports on Disability Bowls Successes 

Plant Weld Triples Competition 2019 

Ten teams of triples competed over the 2 
days.    Teams were split into two groups 
played a round robin with the top 4 teams 
competing for the prizes.


Competition was very keen with many 
close matches.


Group 1, with one round to go, found two 
teams on 4 points and Colin Wagstaff’s 
team on 6.   The final round, Colin’s team 
kept a clean sheet and finished on 8 
points, Ray Kirks team finished in second 
place on 6 points and went on to play-off 
for 3rd or 4th place.


Group two, with one round to go looked to 
be a forgone conclusion.  John Greaves’ 
team finished their four matches on 6 
points with plus 26 shots.   The remaining 
four teams all had one match to play.  Ray 
Smith and Gary Swift’s teams were both 
on 4 points, and their last match was 
against each other. Their shots differences 
of plus 16 and plus 14 respectively left 
them both needing to win by an awful lot 
of shots which seemed unlikely as both 
teams had played so well in their previous 
matches.   Gary’s team shifted up a gear 



and won the last match by an amazing 21 
shots finishing with a total of 6 points and 
plus 35 shots.    Disappointing for John’s 
team but they did play off for the 3rd and 
4th prize. 

Melton Members Colin Wagstaff and Mick 
Lawrence, and in the centre, Daniel 
Adams of the Tye Green Bowls Club in 
Harlow Essex, Runners-up in the Plate 
Trophy


DBE National Pairs Champ’ship – 2019 
T h i s y e a r s “ D i s a b l e d B o w l s 
England” (DBE) National Pairs Champi-
onship was held at Royal Leamington Spa 
on Saturday 13th July.   Bowlers from 
across the country turned out to compete 
in this knock out National Ranking compe-
tition.   Players who lose in the first round 
are entered into a Plate competition, guar-
anteeing every bowler 2 matches.


Each match was played over 15 ends or 
first to 21 with re-spot if the jack is killed.  
DBE were honoured by Steve Glasson, 
Head Coach for Bowls Australia agreeing 
to present the prizes in conjunction with 
our DBE’s Mo Monkton.


Colin Wagstaff of Melton teamed up with  
Daniel Adams again and they contested 
the final of the Plate Competition against 
Tim Swann & Lee Whiteley.  This was a nip 
and tuck affair with both pairs not giving 
an inch right up to the last end when the 
score was levelled at 16 all.   An extra end 
was played, Colin & Daniel took the vital 
shot to win the plate.


DBE National Pairs Championship – 2019 
Plate Winners Colin Wagstaff & Daniel 

Adams


This is yet another success for Melton 
Players in National mainstream competi-
tion, so very well done to both Colin and 
Mick.


A letter of thanks


After 37 years of living in Sileby I have 
now moved from there to live in Shering-
ham, Norfolk. I will therefore unfortunately 
not be renewing my membership (member 
no. 187).


I joined Melton Indoor Bowls club when it 
first opened in 1987 and used to play in 
the leagues on Sunday and Tuesday. In 
recent years I have been involved in the 
Thursday night Howard Mayes League as 
a member of the “Clergy”. I can’t remem-
ber the name of the gentleman who was 
involved with MIDBC and who worked in/
owned the bowls shop (B&H Midland Ser-
vices) in Melton back in the 80s but when I 
went in to register the team to play, one of 
the first questions was what our team 
name would be. I hadn’t given that any 
thought! The gentleman in question, look-
ing at the surnames of the team members 
noticed that the surnames included Bish-
op, Cannon and Friar and duly declared 
that perhaps we should call ourselves the 



Clergy!  It stayed with us all this time and 
hopefully will continue for a while yet, al-
though sadly there are now none of the 
original members playing.


I have had many enjoyable hours bowling 
indoors at Melton and made many friends 
there. Hopefully I will be able to visit from 
time to time and perhaps come in for a roll 
up. We have recently tried the Eye Kettle-
by Lakes campsite and will definitely visit 
there again so that will be convenient for 
the bowls and to meet up with old friends.


Thank you for your hard work in making 
MIDBC such a nice place to bowl and I 
wish you all the very best for the future.


Kind Regards,

David Bishop


Outside Lighting


We are about to complete the schedule of 
work which started in April of this year, 
with the introduction of new outside light-
ing. This will involved the replacement of 
all the old Sodium (Orange) lighting by 
LED lighting, which is far more efficient 
and much cheaper to run.


The work will take up to two days and 
may cause a minor disruption in the car 
park, as the contractors will be using a 
small “Cherry Picker”, so please park con-
siderately during this time. We apologise 
for any inconvenience caused.


Additional Storage Space


We recently agreed to purchase some 
special equipment for use when coaching 
disabled people, and this highlighted an 
issue with the storage and control of this 
and other equipment.


Following a review of storage require-
ments, it has been decided to convert the 
small office along-side rink one, into an 

additional store room, specifically for the 
purpose of storing equipment used by 
coaches.


Access to this area will be restricted to 
qualified coaches, and there will be sepa-
rate storage cupboards within it for each 
of the various coaching groups, including 
but not restricted to the Junior Club 
Coaches and the disabled coaches. 

Mens Inter-league Success 

Following the success of the Melton Men’s 
Inter-league team during the last winter 
season, a special event was held in cele-
bration, and a photograph of  all the par-
ticipants involved in the competition dur-
ing the season were invited. A photograph 
taken at the celebration is shown on the 
back page of this Newsletter.


For Sale


Brother Electric Sewing Machine in good 
working order £80 o.n.o. Please contact 
Stella on 01664 812570





