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Recruit to Survive 

In March, Messrs Bailey, Browne and Kipling 
represented our Club at an EIBA meeting 
called “Recruit to Survive”, which was led by 
Mike Lancaster, EIBA’s Development Officer. 
Clubs in this part of the East Midlands, both 
indoor and outdoor, were invited to attend, as 
there is a common threat to survival across 
the whole sport of bowls.


There were several factors identified for the 
membership declines, not least being com-
placency among club committees, who had 
not realised that the popularity and waiting 
lists of the 1980’s peak, had long since 
waned. Some still had a “they’ll just walk in 
the door” attitude to oppose any need for re-
cruitment drives. There was also the public 
perception of our game still being a retirement 
hobby, and full of men in blazers and white 
trousers. The target groups, particularly those 
in their 30’s or 40’s, were now lured away by 
greater recreational choices and increased 
screen time.


Other social shifts, such as increased mobility 
(but a countering increased drink driving re-
strictions) had also affected the sport’s ability 
to attract new customers. In truth, most new 
recruits still come from the pre-retirement 
(50’s) age group of males, which in itself isn’t 
large enough to guarantee survival. This is de-
spite the fact that we are all living longer and 
are fitter in older age.


There was a strong message of the need to 
engage with all age groups from school age 
upwards, and to encourage more ladies to 
take up the game and to ensure that clubs 
offer both families and people with disabilities 
the chance to enjoy the game.


The meeting concentrated on both the 
sources of funding available and the required 

promotional activities that were essential to 
survive. The good news was that our Club’s 
Mission 650 Team were held up as a model of 
one of the best recruitment organisations in 
the area. That is not to say that more could 
not be done to improve our recent results. The 
need for better exposure in social media and 
more attractive web sites was seen as essen-
tial in today’s recreational arena.


Without a concerted effort the EIBA were pre-
dicting as much as a 10% to 15% fall off of all 
club memberships over the next 5 years, with 
a further steady decline year-on-year from the 
current age profile. For many clubs this 
threatened closure.


Help was offered from the Bowls Development 
Alliance to improve recruitment activities, and 
the attractiveness of a club’s weekly menu of 
activities. M&DIBC will be taking up this offer 
of help, even though we already tick most of 
the boxes proposed, as we cannot afford to 
lose 80 members each year (as we did at re-
newals in 2018).


Bowls for the Disabled 

The Club is very aware that for various rea-
sons some of its Members may be having dif-
ficulties in continuing to bowl. Whether this is a 
physical or mental related issue, the Club 
wishes to do everything practical to help 
those Members to continue to enjoy bowling 
for as long as possible.


The Club is currently obtaining many aides to 
assist with such problems. A good example of 
this is a bowling arm which enables a bowler 
with limited bending capacity, to deliver a 
bowl with minimal bending. There are also 
many other aides which can help with bal-
ance, walking, and lifting, the list is expanding.




To see whether the Club can help Members in 
this respect please contact Yvonne and/or 
John Poulton: Tel. 07888863222 email: “yvon-
ne_poulton@sky.com" for full details and ap-
pointments.


In addition, in association with “Disability 
Bowls England” we are holding a “Try Bowls” 
Open Day on 7 July 2019, from 10am until 
3:30pm, aimed at people in the community 
with a disability. The purpose of the day is to 
promote the sport of bowls as an activity for 
all. This includes existing Club Members who 
may wish to try out some of the aides that are 
available. It would therefore be helpful if you 
could promote the event amongst your 
friends, relatives and neighbours so that as 
many people as possible can benefit; they 
may become Members.


As far as the sport of bowls is concerned, 
people with a disability should, wherever prac-
tical, be integrated into the bowls community 
as equals, and our Club will do all it can to 
help achieve that ambition.


Yvonne Poulton

Disability Coach


Club Closure 

Just a reminder about the forthcoming closure 
of the club in order to carry out a number of 
renovations and improvements. 


The main item must be the replacement of the 
current underfelt to the playing surface. The 
aim of this is to improve the speed and re-
move some of the inconsistent “runs” that ex-
ist. It should be understood that when we re-
placed the carpet and underfelt five years ago, 
we purchased the best underfelt available at 
that time. However, within a year, a new im-
proved underfelt became available which is 
now the preferred option amongst clubs.


We have already started removing some of the 
redundant cables and equipment from within 
the roof space, left when new replacement 
projects were undertaken in the past.


A new door is being installed at the access to 
the changing rooms and toilets. This will be 
similar to the recently installed glass access 
door. Other minor repair works complete the 
schedule of work.


The club will be closed for bowling from East-
er Monday 22nd April until Thursday 2nd May. 
The club premises, Bar and Restaurant will be 
open between Tuesday 23rd April until Sunday 
28th inclusive, but there will be no access 
from Monday 29th April until Thursday 2nd 
May.


Notices displaying the Bar opening times dur-
ing this closure have already been posted 
around the club.


Men’s Inter-league 

Following a nervous wait over the weekend of 
30/31st March, when the deciding match be-
tween Charnwood and Church Gresley was 
played, the result of which would determine 
the Champions for the 2018/19 season, 
Melton were announced as winners. In the last 
match, Charnwood needed to win the match 
22 points to nil, but Church Gresley won on 
two of the rinks, so the final standings were:


Melton -	 	 141 points

Charnwood- 	 	 138

Leicester -	 	 138

Barwell -	  	   94

Church Gresley -	   84

Carlton -	 	   65


This is the first time that Melton Men have 
won the Inter-league, so congratulations to all 
those who participated in this year’s competi-
tion.


Junior Club News


As Editor, I have to say that the news about 
our Junior Club gets better and better; so our 
future potential looks great, as you will read. 

U18 Midlands Junior League 

Saturday 2nd March saw our penultimate 
match at home to Church Gresley. As a spec-
tator it was particularly hard to recognise a 
match was in operation given the rapport 
amongst both teams was especially jovial. 
However rivals they are, and business had to 
be the order of the day.  Although Melton were 
a little slower to get started, their goal was 
always in sight and consequently the 36 – 27 
win they were looking for and their place firmly 
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at the top of the league table with one match 
to go.


The final match in this year’s competition 
came on Saturday 9th March to second place 
rivals Barwell at Barwell.  Although Melton 
started well, they found themselves one shot 
behind after the first phase of play. Undeterred 
in their goals or by the home team supporters, 
our team comprising of Alex Warrington, Alex-
ia Agrafioti, Grace Wade, Isabelle Pymm, Max 
Magee and Toby King, kept the pressure on 
which gave them a two point lead going into 
the last phase.


With a final push in this much contested tie, 
Barwell’s cracks began to appear which 
Melton pounced on.  With so much pressure 
of young shoulders, could Melton reach the 
target they so sorely sought?


YES! 


Melton won 36 – 27 and with that the U18 
Midlands Junior League title for the 2nd year in 
succession.


Stamford U18 Open Singles Tournament


Sunday 10th March saw four of our juniors 
competing in this annual competition.  With 29 
competitors from as far away as Hertfordshire 
and Suffolk alongside our nearer counties of 
Cambridgeshire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire 
and Nottinghamshire, we were set for a whole 
variety of young bowlers both in age and ex-
perience all hoping to achieve a place the 
semi-finals stage (no quarter-finals being 
played).


Tyler King showed us the lovable character he 
is with some newly found confidence in his 
game but unfortunately it was not to be his 
day with most results going against him. 


Older brother Toby fared better with three 
wins and a draw as did Alex Warrington but 
both failed to secure one of the coveted 
places losing out purely to shot difference.


The semi-finals were contested between 
Huntingdon rivals Sam Ormiston and Sam 
Brugnoli, Daniel Mackenzie (Tye Green) and 
Ben Bywater (Erewash). Ben Bywater eventu-
ally won beating Sam Brugnoli in the final.


Juniors at Rugby Thornfield IBC


It’s been a busy time for our juniors with their 
second trip in a month to Rugby Thornfield 
IBC.


Competing in the clubs fourth ‘Bowls for Fun 
U16 Singles Competition event, were  Max 
Magee drawn in group 1, while Alex Warring-
ton and Isabelle Pymm both being drawn in 
group 2.  Alex was the first to reach the quar-
ter finals by finishing top of the groups, win-
ning three of his four matches against Alfie 
Knight (Rugby), Kieran Chambers (Leics) and 
Jorga Jackson (Nether Edge).  Isabelle se-
cured her place too, by finishing 2nd in the 
group by winning two of her four matches and 
drawing her third.  Max also reached the quar-
ter finals having finished 2nd in his group win-
ning two of his four matches and drawing a 
third.


The quarter finals saw Alex taking an impres-
sive 12-2 win on William Higham (Rugby), 
however it was on the other rinks were the 
pressure was most in evidence. Although be-
hind going into the last end, Isabelle managed 
to sneak the win 7-6 over Alice Atkin (Church 
Gresley).  Max on the other hand was forced 
into an extra end against Millie Adkins 
(Bromsgrove), and despite some brilliant 
bowling, was unable to get the shot and 
hence bowed out of the competition.


The semi-finals saw Alex being defeated by 
Oliver Sloan (Gedling). However Isabelle, who 
got off to a good start against Millie Adkins 
soon found herself fighting to stay in touch, 



and the match ended in a one bowl shoot out 
with Isabelle claiming the end on a measure. 


And into the final, Isabelle quickly found her-
self four shots down to Oliver. Having clawed 
a couple back, Oliver was soon back on the 
offensive with Isabelle close on his tails and 
yet again they found themselves all tied going 
into the last end. Isabelle couldn’t believe her 
luck when facing three shots down and one 
bowl each, left; her last bowl miraculously 
turned into the head at the last minute, scut-
tled the jack leaving her holding two shots. 
Although Oliver had a clear draw shot to claim 
victory, the pressure saw his bowl going wide 
and with it his dream of being the 2019 
Champion.


2019 Champion Isabell Pymm


EBYDS

With the regional event almost upon us, the 
long awaited news as to who will join our 
county event winner Alex Warrington has ar-
rived.


Joining him in the senior section will be Toby 
King and Paul Warrington, while Grace Wade, 
Isabelle Pymm and Tyler King will be compet-
ing in the junior section.  In total, twelve com-
petitors from the Leicestershire County event 
will compete in this national competition 
which goes to demonstrate the wealth of tal-
ent in our county.  We wish them all the best 
of luck.


County Junior Competitions News


Following recent staged events, the following 
have reached the semi-finals stages.


Firstly – Isabelle Pymm and Max Magee in the 
U16 Singles

Secondly – Brandon Giblett with Paul Warring-
ton and Grace Wade with Max Magee in the                   
U18 Pairs.  We wish them the best of luck.


Club Competitions

Finally, Alex Warrington beat Jordan Butcher 
to win the Club U25 Singles competition.


Obituary’s

It is with sadness that I report the loss of two 
former full and active members of the club.


Ann Orton

Ann was a long standing member, playing 
regularly until they moved to Skegness almost 
twenty years ago. They returned to Melton five 
years ago, and Ann began playing once again. 
Unfortunately in recent times, Ann’s health de-
teriorated and she decided to stop bowling, 
but she remained an Associate member. Her 
husband Jim continues to play and is a well 
known member.


We send our sincere condolences to Jim and 
his family.


Betty Antill


Betty also passed away recently. She was an 
Associate member, and had regularly attend-
ed the club over the years.


We send our sincere condolences to Betty’s 
family.


